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1
LANTERN WITH TWO-POSITION GLOBE

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY

This invention relates to lanterns, and, more particu-
larly, to a lantern with a two-position globe.

Fuel-burning lanterns such as gasoline lanterns and
propane lanterns conventionally include a light source
such as a mantle and a globe which covers the mantle.
The globe can be either transparent or translucent, and
the light shines through the globe to provide illumina-
tion. Typical gasoline lanterns are described in U.S. Pat.
Nos. 2,263,659, 3,529,911, and U.S. Pat. No. Re. 29,457.

A transparent globe will not attentuate the light and
can be used when bright light is desired. Globes with
frosted or translucent portions are available for subdu-
ing or dimming the light and/or shielding the mantle
from direct view. The prior art includes globes which
have frosted portions in various patterns.

Heretofore, the same globe could not be used to pro-
vide both bright and subdued light. This is because the
lantern mantle is conventionally located midway be-
tween the base of the lantern which supports the globe
and the top of the lantern which covers the globe. Al-
though a globe with a frosted pattern could be removed
from the lantern, turned upside down, and reinserted
into the lantern, the frosted pattern would cover the
mantle in both positions.

The invention provides a lantern and a two-position
globe which has a frosted portion and a transparent
portion. The lantern mantle is located above the mid-
point between the base and the top. When the globe is
positioned so that the frosted portion is on top, the
frosted portion covers the mantle and subdues the light.
When the transparent portion is on top, the mantle is
not covered, and bright light shines through the trans-
parent portion.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The invention will be explained in conjunction with
illustrative embodiments shown in the accompanying
drawing, in which:

FIG. 1is an elevational view, partially broken away,
of a gasoline lantern equipped with a two-position globe
in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 showing the globe
in the alternate position;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken along the
line 3—3 of FIG. 1;
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FIG. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of the globe of 50

FIGS. 1-3; and
FIG. § is a perspective view of another embodiment
of the globe.

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, a gasoline lantern 10 includes
a fount or fuel tank 11, a collar 12 on top of the fount,
a base plate 13 above the collar, a cylindrical glass globe
14, and a top 15. The fount is provided with a fill open-
ing which is closed by a cap 16, and the fuel in the fount
is pressurized by a hand pump 17.

A fuel control assembly is controlled by a knob 18
and delivers fuel to a generator tube 19 (FIG. 3). The
fuel is vaporized in the generator tube and flows into an
air tube 20 where it is mixed with combustion air and
delivered to burner assembly 21.

The burner assembly 21 includes a manifold 23, a pair
of burner tubes 24 which are secured to the manifold,
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and a pair of mantles 25 which are attached to the
burner tubes. A threaded stud 28 is screwed into the top
of the manifold, and the top 15 is attached to the stud by
a nut 29.

The globe 14 is supported by the base plate 13, and
the upper end of the globe is covered by the top 15. A
plurality of retaining rods 30 extend upwardly from the
base plate outside of the globe, and the upper ends of the
rods are connected to a ring which encircles the upper
end of the globe. Two diametrically opposed rods in-
cludes outwardly extending portions 31, and the ends of
a U-shaped handle 32 are secured to the rod portions 31.

With the exception of the globe and the position of
the mantles, the foregoing parts are conventional and
are described, for example, in U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,263,659,
3,529,911, and U.S. Pat. No. Re. 29,457.

The length of the burner tubes 24 is such that the
mantles 25 are supported in the upper half of the space
between the base plate 13 and the top 15. The globe 14
includes a clear or transparent portion 33 and a frosted
or translucent portion 34. Each of the portions 33 and
34 extend for about half of the axial length of the globe
(see FIG. 4), and the boundary 35 between the portions
is therefore positioned at about the center line or mid-
point between the base plate and the top.

In FIG. 1 the globe is positioned so that the frosted
portion 34 is adjacent the top 15. The frosted portion
therefore covers the mantles 25, and the light is subdued
or dimmed by the frosted portion. The transparent por-
tion 33 is at the bottom, and indirect light from the
mantles shines through the transparent portion.

In FIG. 2 the position of the globe is reversed so that
the transparent portion 33 is at the top of the globe. The
light from the mantles therefore shines directly through
the transparent portion, and the lantern provides bright
light.

The frosted or translucent portion 34 of the globe can
be provided by any means which attenuates the passage
of light, and the term “frosted” as used herein is not
meant to be limited to conventional frosted glass. Fur-
ther, the frosted portion can be solid as illustrated in
FIG. 4, or the frosting can be in a pattern as illustrated
in FIG. 5. In FIG. 5 the globe 36 includes a transparent
portion 37 and a frosted portion 38 which is provided
by circumferentially spaced axially extending bands 39
of frosting. Each band extends for half of the length of
the globe. Some light can shine through the unfrosted
spaces between the bands, and the width of these spaces
can be selected to provide the desired amount of illumi-
nation.

The position of the globe can be reversed merely by
unscrewing the nut 29 and removing the top 15. The
globe can then be withdrawn upwardly from between
the retaining rods 30, turned upside down, and rein-
serted into the space between the rods.

FIGS. 1-3 illustrate the mantles positioned above the
midpoint of the space between the base plate and the
top of the lanterii. However, it will be understood that
the mantles could also be positioned below the midpoint
and still obtain the advantages of the two-position
globe.

Although the invention has been described in con-
junction with a gasoline lantern, the invention can also
be used with other lanterns, for example, propane lan-
terns.

While in the foregoing specification a detailed de-
scription of the invention was set forth for the purpose
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of illustration, it will be understood that many of the
details herein given may be varied considerably by
those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A one piece globe for a lantern having a light
source and means for supporting said globe, the globe
having upper and lower halves of substantially equal
length, one of the portions being transparent and the
other of the portions being frosted.

2. The globe of claim 1 in which the globe is cylindri-
cal.

3. The globe of claim 2 in which each of the portions
extend for about one half of the axial length of the
globe.

4. A lantern having a base for supporting a globe and
a top for covering the globe, a light source between the
base and the top, the light source being positioned
above or below a centerline halfway between the base
and the top, and a one piece globe between the base and
the top, the globe having upper and lower portions of
substantially equal length, one of the portions being
transparent and the other of the portions being frosted,
the globe being movable between upright and inverted
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positions, the transparent portion of the globe covering
the light source when the globe is in the upright position
and the frosted portion of the globe covering the light
source when the globe is in the inverted position
whereby the transparent portion of the globe can be
positioned adjacent the light source to provide bright
light and the frosted portion of the globe can be posi-
tioned adjacent the light source to provide subdued
light.

gS. The lantern of claim 4 in which the globe is cylin-
drical.

6. The lantern of claim 5 in which each of the por-
tions of the globe extend for about one haif of the axial
length of the globe.

7. The lantern of claim 4 in which the lantern is a
fuel-burning lantern and the light source is a mantle.

8. The lantern of claim 7 in which the mantle is above
the midpoint between the base and the top of the lan-
tern.

9. The lantern of claim 8 in which each of the por-
tions of the globe extend for about one half of the axial
length of the globe.
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